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Thank you to other workshop contributors…

Dr. Amanda Bond, SoarTech
Dr. J.T. Folsom-Kovarik, SoarTech
Dr. Hank Phillips, SoarTech
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A short survey… 

• Besides moving folks from F2F to online during the pandemic, 
how did the pandemic influence distributed learning (DL)?
• influenced permanent changes to DL
• some influence, but no permanent changes
• no change in DL… status quo

• How important is AI in the development, delivery, and 
management of distributed learning?
• very important
• somewhat important
• not important
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Challenge Workshop Agenda
• Introduction of our expert workshop panel members (Moderator; 5 minutes)
• Introduction of the topic and workshop format (Moderator; 5 minutes)
• Expert perspectives on distributed learning challenges and the role of AI in the post 

pandemic era
• Dr. Robby Robson (5 minutes) 
• Dr. Xiangen Hu (5 minutes)
• Mr. Evan Oster (5 minutes)

• Audience participation activity (brainstorming challenges and solutions; 10 minutes)
• Panel Q&A (9 minutes)
• Thank the panel (1 minute)
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Introduction of our panel members

• Dr. Robby Robson, CEO, Eduworks, Inc.
• Dr. Xiangen Hu, Professor of Cognitive Psychology at the University of Memphis 
• Mr. Evan Oster, Learning Solutions Architect at Aptima, Inc.
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Panel Member Guidance

• Guiding Questions
• Assuming the pandemic is over, do we go back to DL as usual?
• Has the pandemic fundamentally changed how DL will be provided?
• What are the primary challenges that will have to be addressed in the 

post-pandemic era?
• What role might AI play in addressing those challenges?
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Dr. Robby Robson, Eduworks, Inc.
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Dr. Xiangen Hu, University of Memphis
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“How can AI 
help?”

Troubleshooting connectivity issues
Provide recommendations for more reliable 
connections
Provide a cyber risk analysis
Detect and stop cyber threats 
Deliver adaptive learning paths tailored to the user
Analyze learning data to update curricula



What if we enhance the Distributed Learning 
model?

Curriculu
m

Learning 
Experienc
e Data

Analysis





Audience Participation Activity

• Question #1: What are the major challenges associated with DL experiences post 
pandemic?
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Audience Participation Activity

• Question #2: What do you see as the major AI solutions to current and emerging DL 
challenges?
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Expert Panel Q&A

• Audience questions
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Want to know more… 

Folks at this conference might also be interested in…

• Adaptive instruction
• Adaptive training
• Adaptive learning
• Adaptive education
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Want to know more… 

Announcement:

The Adaptive Instructional Systems (AIS) Consortium… part of
the IEEE Industry Standards & Technology Organization (ISTO)
will be conducting its first consortium conference in Orlando,
Florida (11-13 April) and will include:

• F2F and Online attendees
• Keynote speakers
• Networking sessions
• Business how-to sessions
• Tutorials, papers, and posters
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Want to know more… 

Learn more about:

• AIS Consortium… www.aisconsortium.org

• AIS Consortium Conference… contact Bob Sottilare at
bob.sottilare@soartech.com
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Thank you for your attention… 

• Thank you to our expert panel members: Dr. Hu, Mr. Oster and Dr. Robson

• Thank you to our audience

• Additional questions?

• Please email me at bob.sottilare@soartech.com or any of our panelists
directly:

• Dr. Hu – xhu@memphis.edu
• Mr. Oster – eoster@aptima.com
• Dr. Robson – robbyrobson@eduworks.com
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