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Who We Are
The National Training & Simulation Association (NTSA) provides the training, 
simulation, related support systems, and training services industries a 
focused, formal organization to represent and promote their business 
interests in the marketplace. NTSA provides a forum to communicate 
the full capability and broad characteristics of all the elements of training 
systems and services to include associated support services. NTSA as is an 
affiliate of National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA). NDIA is America’s 
trusted leader in defense and national security associations.

The Congressional Modeling & Simulation (M&S) Leadership 
Summit is an event sponsored by NTSA in support of the 
Congressional M&S Caucus. The purpose of the event is to bring 
the M&S Community of Practice together to discuss important 
issues related to M&S, and to try to reach consensus on one or 
two specific, actionable initiatives for the Congressional M&S 
Caucus to take for action. 

The intersection of artificial intelligence (AI) and Modeling 
and Simulation (M&S) has proven to be a critical element in 

securing our nation’s future. As we face new challenges around 
the world and within our borders, our nation’s resilience has 
been a topic of conversation both in Washington, within our 
Defense community, and across the nation’s businesses and 
academic institutions. The 2026 Congressional M&S Leadership 
Summit will bring together thought leaders to explore resilience 
– what that means for our national defense, for the safety and 
security of our citizens, for our nation’s healthcare system, 
and for our critical national infrastructure. This summit will 
explore this intersection of AI and M&S within the context of 
national resilience and the role of federal policy, legislation 
and regulation. 

The M&S Leadership Summit is an event sponsored by the 
National Training and Simulation Association (NTSA) in support 
of the Modeling and Simulation Congressional Caucus. The 
purpose of the event is to bring the M&S Community of Practice 
together to discuss important issues related to M&S, and to try 
to reach consensus on one or two specific, actionable initiatives 
for the Congressional M&S Caucus to take for action.

ABOUT THE
Congressional 
M&S Leadership 
Summit 2026

Join the Conversation

@IITSEC NTSA.org/ 
linkedIn

@IITSEC@iitsec

circle white icons

@iitsec

https://www.facebook.com/IITSEC/
https://www.ntsa.org/linkedin
https://www.instagram.com/iitsec/
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Agenda   
0730 – 1700 Registration Open

GRAND BALLROOM FOYER 

Sponsored by

0745 – 0845 Continental Breakfast
GRAND BALLROOM FOYER

0845 – 0850 Call To Order
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

Dr. Linda Brent
Strategic Planning, National Training & Simulation Association (NTSA)

0850 – 0900 Opening Remarks
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

VADM Sean Buck, USN (Ret.)
President, National Training & Simulation Association (NTSA)

0900 – 0915 Congressional Keynote Addresses
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

The Honorable Darren Soto
U.S. Congress, 9th District of Florida

The Honorable Jack Bergman (Invited)
U.S. Congress, 1st District of Michigan

The Honorable Kat Cammack (Invited)
U.S. Congress, 3rd District of Florida

0915 – 1000 Government Keynote Address
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

Dr. Amy Henninger
Director, Office of Operational Test and Evaluation, Department of War

1000 – 1015 Break
GRAND BALLROOM FOYER

Sponsored by

1015 – 1100 Keynote 
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

Dr. William Roper, Jr.  
CEO, Istari
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1100 – 1200 Government Keynote Panel Discussion: Trustworthiness –  
What About The Data?
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

Dr. Jim Blake
Consultant and Senior Mentor,  J T Blake, LLC 
Moderator

BG Christine Beeler, USA
Capability Program Executive, US Army Capability Program Executive Simulation, Training, Test and Threat (CPE ST3) 

Col Wynndee Young, USMC
Program Manager, Training Systems

Mr. Rodney Stevens, SES
Program Executive Officer, Training Directorate, AFLCMC

Mr. F Schnell
Deputy Portfolio Acquisition Executive, Infrastructure, Operational Test and Training Infrastructure (OTTI)

1200 – 1300 Lunch
GRAND BALLROOM A/B

1300 – 1345 Industry Keynote
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

Mr. Steven Aberle
CEO, Rohirrim
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1345 – 1400 Break
GRAND BALLROOM FOYER

Sponsored by

1400 – 1515  Panel Discussion: Leveraging AI “For Good” –  
How Legislation Can Support
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

Dr. Brian Stensrud
Technical Fellow, Artificial Intelligence, CAE 
Moderator

Dr. Laura Freeman
Deputy Director, Virginia Tech National Security Institute (NSI) 

Mr. Kevin Roney
Senior Manager, Program Management, Collins Aerospace 

Dr. Kay Stanney
CEO and Founder, Design Interactive

Dr. Alyssa Tanaka
Director, AI R&D Advent Health

Dr. Greg Zacharias
Managing Principal, Teleolytics, LLC

1515 – 1615 Structured Group Discussion 
SALONS 5 – 8

Discussion Focus for Small Groups:
•	 What are the key national security policy issues that drive the application of AI intersecting with M&S?

•	 What best practices in AI can support legislative guidance?

•	 What are the critical issues around data that legislation can support?

1615 – 1700  Out Briefs to Group
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

1700 – 1715  Closing and The Way Ahead
GRAND BALLROOM D/E

1715 – 1815 Closing Reception
GRAND BALLROOM FOYER

Sponsored by
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Floorplan

M&S Caucus Members
Bobby Scott* 
3rd District, Virginia

Don Bacon 
2nd District, Nebraska

Virginia Foxx 
5th District, North Carolina

Eric Sorensen 
17th District, Illinois

Jack Bergman* 
1st District, Michigan

Gus Bilirakis 
12th District, Florida

Scott Franklin 
18th District, Florida

Michael Turner 
10th District, Ohio

John Rutherford* 
5th District, Florida

Vern Buchanan 
16th District, Florida

Maxwell Frost 
10th District, Florida

Joe Wilson 
2nd District, South Carolina

Darren Soto*
9th District, Florida

Ken Calvert 
41st District, California

Brett Guthrie 
2nd District, Kentucky

Robert Wittman 
1st District, Virginia

Robert Aderholt 
4th District, Alabama

Jake Ellzey 
6th District, Texas

* Denotes Caucus Co–Chair
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Thank you to Our Exhibitors

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Registration Sponsor
Ti DEFENSE, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Ti Training LE, 
LLC, is a trusted provider of 
highly interactive and immersive 
training solutions for military 
units worldwide. With more than 
20 years of commitment to the 
Simulation Training industry, Ti 
DEFENSE has identified critical 
gaps in currently fielded systems 
and directly targeted those gaps 
in the development of our latest 
capability: the Military Virtual 
Trainer (MVT). MVT is built on 
its three core training pillars, 
Shooter (Marksmanship/weapon 
drills), Judgment (Use of Force 
decision making), and Shock-
wave (Joint Fires).

MVT addresses training gaps 
through innovating develop-
ment to include, the patent 
pending, individual grouping 
and weapon zeroing tool, Smart 
Firing Point (SFP).

Ti DEFENSE is dedicated to deliv-
ering integrated hardware, soft-
ware, and content solutions that 
evolve with the needs of today’s—
and tomorrow’s—Warfighters

Reception Sponsor 
Adaptive Immersion provides 
rapidly customizable virtual 
reality training for the world's 

most dangerous jobs. Since 
2011, the Tampa-based 
company has used proprietary 
AI to generate millions of 
unique training scenarios for 
safety-critical operations—
from heavy machinery and 
hazardous materials handling 
to nuclear response, mining, 
aviation maintenance, and 
high-risk manufacturing. Their 
HYDRA AI platform creates 
endless scenario variations 
with precision performance 
analytics, preparing workers 
for both routine hazardous 
operations and unpredictable 
emergencies. The result: 
dramatically improved safety 
outcomes and reduced 
training costs. When industrial 
operations demand perfect 
safety execution, Adaptive 
Immersion ensures workers 
master critical skills before 
lives are at risk.  

AM Break Sponsor
Command Post Technologies, 
Inc. (CPT) is an employee-
owned Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Small Business 
founded in 2008 that provides 
mission-focused technical 
solutions in support of national 
defense. CPT partners with 
defense customers across the 
OSW, Air Force, Army, Navy, 
and Joint communities to solve 
complex operational challenges 

through cyber and engineering 
depth, multi-domain integration, 
advanced warfighting 
expertise, and responsive 
mission support. Our cleared 
workforce operates across 
multiple security domains 
and mission environments, 
supporting secure enterprise 
IT, cyber operations, test and 
training ranges, modeling and 
simulation, and emerging 
technology initiatives that 
improve readiness and reduce 
operational risk. 

PM Break Sponsor
The National Center for 
Simulation (NCS) is a nationally 
recognized trade organization 
dedicated to promoting, 
protecting, and growing the 
modeling, simulation, and 
training industry. Based in 
Central Florida, NCS serves 
as a key connector between 
government, industry, academia, 
and the military services 
that make up the Team 
Orlando ecosystem. 
NCS supports a world-class 
modeling and simulation 
community that contributes 
billions of dollars annually to 
Florida’s economy and plays a 
critical role in national defense, 
workforce development, 
education, and technology 
innovation. The organization 

works to strengthen 
partnerships, advocate 
for the industry, support 
small and large businesses, 
advance STEM education, 
and help ensure the continued 
growth of the simulation and 
training workforce.

Lanyard Sponsor
UCF is a leading public 
metropolitan research 
university designed to power 
the future. Founded to fuel the 
space race, UCF is Florida’s 
Technological University — a 
place where imagination and 
determination turn bold ideas 
into real-world impact. Each 
year, nearly 19,000 Knights earn 
degrees that prepare them to 
lead, with 85% of graduates 
launching high-impact 
careers in the Orlando region 
and strengthening Florida’s 
workforce and economy. 
Through powerful partnerships 
with industry and government, 
UCF advances discovery, 
connects talent to opportunity, 
and expands what is possible 
for Florida. Recognized by U.S. 
News & World Report as one 
of the nation’s most innovative 
universities, UCF proves that 
the future is not something 
we wait for — it is something 
we dare to build.
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Speakers

For a full list of 
speaker biographies 
please scan the  
QR Code below.

Congressional Speakers Speakers

NTSA Leadership

Keynote Speakers

Hon. Darren Soto
9th District, FL

Amy Henninger, Ph.D.
Director, Office of 
Operational Test and 
Evaluation,  
Department of War

Hon. Jack Bergman
1st District, MI 
Invited

Steven Aberle
CEO, Rohirrim

Hon. Kat Cammack
3rd District, FL 
Invited

William Roper Jr., Ph.D.
CEO, Istari

BG Christine Beeler, USA
Capability Program Executive, 
U. S. Army Capability Program 
Executive Simulation, Training, 
Test and Threat (CPE ST3)

F Schnell
Deputy Portfolio Acquisition 
Executive, Infrastructure, 
Operational Test and 
Training Infrastructure 
(OTTI)

Rodney Stevens, SES
Program Executive Officer, 
Training Directorate, 
AFLCMC

Col Wynndee Young, 
USMC 
Program Manager,  
Training Systems

VADM Sean Buck,  
USN (Ret.)
President, NTSA

Jim Blake, Ph.D.
Consultant and Senior 
Mentor, J T Blake, LLC

Kay Stanney, Ph.D.
CEO & Founder, Design 
Interactive

Alyssa Tanaka, Ph.D.
Director, AI R&D, Advent 
Heath

Greg Zacharias, Ph.D.
Managing Principal, 
Teleolytics, LLC

Linda Brent, Ed.D.
Strategic Planning, NTSA; 
Chief Executive Officer, The 
ASTA Group, LLC

Kevin Roney
Senior Program Manager AI 
ML, Collins Aerospace

Brian Stensrud, Ph.D.
Technical Fellow, Artificial 
Intelligence, CAE USA


